
WAGES PAID
by NC’s nonprofit
sector

20
BILLION
$

JOBS PROVIDED
by nonprofits –
8% of all NC private
sector employment

323,968

REVENUE
nonprofits put back
into NC’s economy

66
BILLION
$

Statewide Breakdown

Nonprofit
Impact in
North
Carolina
2025 Snapshot

Sources: DataLake LLC, Nonprofit Research, 2025, datalake.net. Nonprofit Finance Fund 2025 State of the Nonprofit Sector Survey, nff.org/learn/survey. How Government Funding Disruptions Affected Nonprofits in Early 2025, Urban Institute, urban.org.

Charlotte Area
Total Nonprofits: 2,973
Expenditures: $8.2 bil
Employment: 63,968
Wages: $3.6 bil

Eastern NC
Total Nonprofits: 962
Expenditures: $4.5 bil
Employment: 12,919
Wages: $7.1 mil

Northeastern NC
Total Nonprofits: 425
Expenditures: $3.9 mil
Employment: 4,224
Wages: $1.8 mil

Piedmont Triad
Total Nonprofits: 2,067
Expenditures: $20.4 bil
Employment: 77,229
Wages: $5.2 bil

Southeastern NC
Total Nonprofits: 1,096
Expenditures: $3.1 bil
Employment: 18,118
Wages: $8.6 mil

Triangle Area
Total Nonprofits: 3,431
Expenditures: $25 bil
Employment: 109,384
Wages: $7.6 bil

Western NC
Total Nonprofits: 1,900
Expenditures: $4.4 bil
Employment: 32,439
Wages: $1.6 bil

Unassigned Counties
Employment: 5,687
Wages: $3.2 mil

NONPROFITS SERVE THE PUBLIC GOOD.
They provide essential services – food,

clothing, shelter, child care, senior care, health
care – while they also bring jobs, arts, culture,
education, clean air and water, and spiritual

support to our NC communities.

12,854
registered 501(c)(3)

nonprofits serve
North Carolina

Nonprofits have a powerful
and vital role in North Carolina’s
economic stability, growth, and

quality of life.



Nonprofit Impact in North Carolina: 2025 Snapshot
Sources: DataLake LLC, Nonprofit Research, 2025, datalake.net. Nonprofit
Finance Fund 2025 State of the Nonprofit Sector Survey, nff.org/learn/survey.
National Council of Nonprofits, 2019, www.nonprofitimpactmatters.org. How
Government Funding Disruptions Affected Nonprofits in Early 2025, Urban
Institute, urban.org.

And while hospitals and private colleges only make up
1.3% of these nonprofits, they account for just over
half of nonprofits’ $66 billion in spending.

12,854
Of the 44,407 charitable nonprofits operating in NC,
                   HAVE ANNUAL REVENUES OVER $50,000.

Nonprofit Corporations

Tax-Exempt Nonprofits

501(c)(3) Organizations

501(c)(3) Public Charities

501(c)(3)s that File Form 990

166,417

55,241

47,080

44,407

12,854
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Amount Nonprofits Spend with Local Businesses

And are important
economic drivers in

local NC communities

The Bigger Picture for  NC Nonprofits

Nonprofits contribute more than $1.1 billion
annually in state taxes and fees – far exceeding

the estimated $700 million in foregone state
revenue from nonprofit tax exemption and

tax incentives for charitable giving

Charitable nonprofits have
diverse revenue sources

Over the last two years, revenue
streams and foundations’ funding

practices have changed

Increased Stayed the Same Decreased N/A
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38% 29% 27%
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Changes in Year Over Year Revenue

Based on data comparing FY2024 to FY2023
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Funders are less restrictive with use of grant funds

Funders are more restrictive with use of grant funds

Funders made more multi-year grants

Funders made fewer multi-year grants

Grants got smaller

Grants got larger

Wait time for notice of grant award got shorter

Wait time for notice of grant award got longer

Grant applications got less complex

Grant applications got more complex

Grant reporting requirements got easier

Grant report requirements got harder
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Changes in Foundation Funding Practices

Based on data since FY2022

Nonprofits continue to
experience staunch challenges

to financial stability
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Human Services
34.5% Education

15.9%

Community
Improvement/P

ublic Benefit
12%

Religion-Related
Spiritual

Development
7.5%

2.3% Environmental
0.9%Research, Science,

Technology

3% Animal-Related

Health Care,
Mental Health

10.3%

Arts, Culture,
Humanities

10.4%

2.2%International

0.9% Hospitals
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that   
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Nonprofits
   that 
     anticipated 
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However, internal struggles persist.

of NC nonprofits report job vacancies81%

9%
Volunteerism across the sector has dropped by
          over the last decade.

            of nonprofits experienced some type of
funding disruption in the first 4-6 months of
2025

33%

            of nonprofits that experienced funding
disruptions decreased their programs, 
decreased the number of people they served,
            decreased their number of employees

23%
21%

29%

Nonprofit Impact in North Carolina: 2025 Snapshot
Sources: DataLake LLC, Nonprofit Research, 2025, datalake.net. Nonprofit Finance Fund 2025 State of the Nonprofit Sector Survey, nff.org/learn/survey. National
Council of Nonprofits, 2019, www.nonprofitimpactmatters.org. How Government Funding Disruptions Affected Nonprofits in Early 2025, Urban Institute, urban.org.

NC Nonprofits
by Mission

Because nonprofits are mission-driven and
community-centered, they responded and adapted.

Nonprofits at Work
Even though 43% of nonprofits reported
operating with only a slight budget
surplus (1-10%) in 2024, demand for
services increased.

Expand funding and resources so nonprofits can
scale to meet rising service demand

Direct policy solutions to high-demand programs
in human services, education, community
improvement, and health care

Offer flexible funding, streamlined administrative
processes, and meaningful partnership opportunities

Recognize nonprofits as essential economic drivers
in North Carolina communities

Communities & Decision Makers Can Support Nonprofits
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